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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kids/children, are an underrepresented group that deserve to be prioritized in future planning efforts. As the planning field has contributed to a built environment that is hostile to kids 



Speeding Involved Pedestrian Fatalities by Age Group, 2018-2020

Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA), 2021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Between 2018 & 2020, children under the age of 15 killed by a speeding driver doubled from 6% to 12%With 64% of such fatalities occurring on weekdays and 53% during daylight hours



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kids have lost most of their autonomy and appropriate freedom, as they mostly get chauffeured by parents everywhereIn 1969, 48% of kids walked or biked to school. That number is now 11%



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve been decreasing space for kids in the public sphere for decades Kids today spend 35% less time playing freely outside than their parents did



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the things to consider and reevaluate as planners are schools, zoning, housing, & non-car mobility



• Do we really have to cap school 
building heights to 2-3 stories?

• Are high parking mandates needed?

• Is bike parking convenient, abundant, 
and protected?

• Does 12 acres really have to be the 
minimum site size for new elementary 
schools? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do the development standards planners produce for schools allow for land efficient, modern, walkable schools? Especially as we planners promote a future or more density and less sprawl 



Rai, Pranjali & Bennet, Ralph. (2018). Joint-Use School 
Development in Urbanizing Areas. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the left, a new 2019 school in AuburnOn the right, a Master Thesis 5-story school design by Pranjali Rai 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first wave of families benefited from proximity and walkability to neighborhood schoolsWhat about the following waves of families? When single-family homes are now 600k – 1 mil dollars and original homeowners don’t move?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a school that was near my hotel when I stayed in Munich this past MarchKids live in multifamily apartments, whether rental or condos, and walk/bike to school



(Near Schools)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cities should allow and want apartment development near schoolsMy talk yesterday highlighted the opportunity single-stair midrise has to house more children around schools



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that I talked about code and zoningWhat space and infrastructure do we need to consider to give kids agency to move around the communities they live in



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
School streets are pedestrianized zones on at least one of the streets fronting the school, where kids can linger and safely approach schoolParis has 180 school streets, with 126 opening since 2020. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Maybe Paris feels too foreign to people – here is NYC.






Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you want to be entertained while possibly picking up inspiration, you can watch Japanese kids do their first errand by themselves, which is a normal right of passage for Japanese kids.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ebikes are a big part of the future



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As seen in the video, e-bikes will increase convenience and expand the distance kids will be willing to travelBut only if the infrastructure is there to protect them and make them (and parents) feel comfortable.Bike network planning could focus on connecting schools 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Saw Rainbow Park in Vancouver BC for the first time this summer.Think it is a great example of an urban parkHowever, you see that public trampoline?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In America, the CPSC playground safety Handbook recommends against public trampolinesSounds like a recommendation or code that could be reevaluated to me.And it makes me wonder, what else is considered safe in many other parts of the world but banned here in the US?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A thought to be aware of when planning for kids:�Things that prioritize and benefit kids aren’t always convenient for adults and a lot of adults don’t care about other people’s kidsDon’t let adults arguing for status quo deter you



THANKS 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
School, housing, parks, recreation, and the freedom to navigate to and from those spaces is fundamental to planning for kids.Lets not force kids to be heavy participants in our representative planning processes. As adults and planners we should be doing that work for them.
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