
Shaping the Future

APA WA, October 13, 2023

Demystifying the Work of Planners



Who are we?



Turn & Talk
Discuss your personal stories and 

what brought you to this session with your neighbor



Mentimeter Questions

Click the link below or scan the QR code to the 

right to enter your answers to the following 

questions: https://www.menti.com/al496r9szb6s

● In what field was your highest degree earned?

● How old were you when you first understood that planning was a 

possible profession?

● Are you working in the public or private sector, or in academia?

● How do you describe what you do when someone asks?

https://www.menti.com/al496r9szb6s


Examples throughout the Life Cycle



Engaging elementary students in understanding how local 
government works

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efatFaPfAJQ


Engaging elementary students in understanding how local 
government works

https://www.washington-apa.org/washington-by-and-by


Engaging elementary students in understanding how local 
government works

https://www.washington-apa.org/washington-by-and-by


Engaging elementary and middle-school students in understanding 
how local government works



Building upon highschoolers knowledge in their professional 
discernment process



Engaging Youth Commissions on real-world projects



Working with College and graduate students on gathering 
experience in the profession

Internship

2022 WA APA

NPC 2023



Connecting with adults contemplating career changes

Image source: seadesignfest.org Image source: bellinghistory.com

Walk | Observe | Connect



Using the knowledge and experience of people in second careers 
post-retirement

Image source: cltfuture2040.com



Welcoming new and longtime residents to City Hall



Hands on engagement is fun for adults too!



Tips for engaging with the public about planning

1. Discuss real issues about specific places 

people care about in their community.

2. Let participants come to their own 

conclusions

3. Incorporate a hands on activity.

4. Inquire versus inform → tell me more…

5. Build & maintain relationships over time.

6. Offer prizes / swag. Make winning them fun.

7. Go out into the community to places where 

people feel comfortable. 

Anyone have a good photo for here?



Working Together to Take Action



Working together to take action

1. Where are there gaps in the examples we shared? How can we reach those 

folks better as a profession?

2. Keep in mind that both private and public sectors are important – how can we 

let folks know about both?

3. How can you personally improve planning knowledge for the public 

throughout the life course?

4. How can APA or other larger organizations help support this work?



Thank You!
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