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"Nothing is more important to the health of our 
democracy than the active engagement of 
young people in representative government at 
the local level." – National League of Cities 

Engaging 
Bellevue’s 
Youth 
- High School 

Partnerships
- Bellevue 

Youth Link
- Internships

High School 
Partnerships
- Retrofitting 

Neighborhood 
Commercial 
Centers

- Responses to 
Climate 
Change

- Urban Justice

- Station Area 
Planning

Urban 
Social Justice
Challenges

Food deserts:
affordable, healthy, culturally appropriate food

food banks

pea patches/community gardens

Transportation:
sidewalks

bike lanes
public transportation 
Affordable housing:

housing cost

subsidized housing/public housing 

Wealth and poverty:
median income 

people living below the poverty line

unemployment

Ethnic enclaves:
business signage for language
clustering by race/ethnicity

religious space

Safety:
violent crime

home/invasion

drug trafficking 

Community resources: 
parks

libraries

community centers

health clinics
museums 

NIMBY-isms: 
heavy industry
waste treatment facilities (human or garbage)

airports, freeways/highways (noise and air pollution)

Hospital/Wilburton Station Area
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Planning

East Link: A New Atmosphere

Sammamish Leads students
Sammamish High School 
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Four Areas of 
Interest:

• Land Use

• Urban Design

• Traffic and 
Transit

• Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Use

Components of 
Success:

• Walkability

• Sustainability

• Livability

• Balancing 
Multiple 
Interests

Zoning Map: Br-GC Park:

• Placement: South 
End of Lake 
Bellevue

• Current Site: 
Parking Lot

• Features:
• Bike Paths
• Grass Field
• Well Lit at Night

Urban Design—
Our Plan:

• Active 
community

• Public art

• Giving Bellevue 
a unique feel

• Park by lake 
Bellevue

• Local stores

Access from Bus 
Stops:

• Rapid Ride located 
across from 
proposed station

• Bus and Eastlink 
Schedules should 
coordinate

• Remove railroad
track
• Replace w/ 

elevated 
crosswalk
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Pedestrian 
Friendly—Why?
• Environmentally 

Friendly

• Promotes 
connected 
community 

• “Eyes on the 
Street”

• Less expensive
• Easy for non-

drivers

A 100-year Plan:

• Serving 
Generations years 
to come

• Building a 
connected 
community 

• Commitment to 
Components of 
Success

Bellevue 
Youth Link
• Youth Link 

Board 
• Bellevue 

Youth 
Council

• Action 
Teams

http://www.youthlink.com

Vision/Value Statement

“Youth Link envisions Bellevue as a city where young people are involved, 
valued, respected and listened to; where they feel safe and are safe; and where 
they can have fun. Ultimately, the impact of Youth Link is to enhance the quality of 
life for all members of the community.”

Youth 
Involvement 
Conference
• Theme and 

workshops 
decided upon 
by Youth.

• Workshops on 
six topic 
areas.

• Youth vote on 
priorities.



11/13/2014

4

Youth Involvement Conference Youth Involvement Conference

Youth Involvement Conference Youth Involvement Conference

Youth Involvement Conference Youth Involvement Conference
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Youth Link 
Board
• Oversees the 

implementation of 
Youth Link’s Action 
Agenda and gives 
a voice to youth in 
local government.

• Works to secure 
long-term funding.

• Comprised of six 
youth and six 
adults. 

Youth Link 
Council
The main 
organizational 
body of Bellevue 
Youth Link. The 
Council tracks 
the progress of 
Action Teams, 
plans monthly 
service projects 
and participates 
in leadership 
workshops and 
training. 

Action 
Teams 
Teams focus on 
a specific 
project, event, 
or outcome as 
set out by 
young people 
and the 
community. 

Teen 
Closet 

Bellevue 
Youth Court
Objectives:

• Introduce civic responsibility to 
Bellevue youth and teens.

• Motivate youth to take 
responsibility for reducing the 
number of teens engaged in the 
juvenile justice system.

• Reduce Bellevue youth 
recidivism rates by supporting 
judicial education and civic 
accountability.

• Recognize and celebrate the 
impact of Bellevue’s youth 
community on civic engagement 
and social responsibility.

Past 
Projects:
- Four Skate Parks

- “The Club” at 
Ground Zero Teen 
Center

- Climbing Wall and 
Challenge Course

- Safe Rides Program

- Youth Volunteer Core

- Teen Talk Radio

- Outspoken 
Newspaper

Forming our Future
Updating the Bellevue Comprehensive Plan

Bellevue Youth Council – November 6, 2013
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Possible inspiration

In 2035 Bellevue might be…

A Tropical paradise,  an Alpine village,

a Dystopian Society, or                    the Happiest Place on Earth?

Other Youth 
Engagement:
- Internships
- Youth Artists
- Environmental 

Stewards

Challenges of 
Engaging 
Youth?
• Overcommitted
• Move on quickly
• Steep learning 

curves
• Naivety about 

government 
• Limited funding/ 

capacity
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How to 
Overcome 
Challenges?

• Partner with 
schools

• “Lighter 
quicker and 
cheaper” 
projects 

• Establish 
citywide Youth 
program


