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US Army Corps of Engineers 

• Lessor to the cities of 50-year lease 

• Policy limitations to types of recreational uses permitted 

• Interpretation of policy limitations directed by district commander 

for the Corps 



Vicinity Map 



Site Characteristics 



Western Park Limits- Unprogrammed 



Eastern Park Limits - Programmed 



Columbia Park East 



Columbia Park Trail Drive 



Columbia Park Trail Drive 



Sacagawea Heritage Trail 



Cultural Resources 



Duck Pond 



Disc Golf 



Ropes Course 



Key User Groups 

• Disc Golf 

• Ropes Challenge Course 

• Kiwanis Club 

• Audubon Society 

• “Water Follies” – Hydroplane Boat Race Event 

 

 

 

 



Key Stakeholders 

• US Army Corps of Engineers (Lessor and Use Restrictions) 

• Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla (Cultural Resources) 

• City of Richland 

• City of Kennewick 

• Three Rivers Carousel Foundation 

• Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce 

• Tri-Cities Visitors and Convention Bureau 

• The Hanford Reach Interpretive Center (The Reach) 

 

 



The Reach  

• $40.5M Interpretive Center, devoted to the natural and 
human history of the mid-Columbia Basin  

• Originally planned for Columbia Point South 

• Implemented by the Richland Public Facilities District 

• Hanford Reach Interpretive Center, a 501(c)(3) will operate 

• Significant funding has been obtained 

 

 



The Reach Site 



The Reach  

 

 



Public Outreach Program 

1. Stakeholder Interviews 

2. Development of a Community Resource Team (CRT) 

3. Establishment of Guiding Principles 

 

 



Community Resource Team (CRT) 

Critical Representation 

• Elected Officials 

• Key City Administrators / Parks and Recreation Staff 

• Outside Governmental Agencies 

• Environmental Interests 

• Cultural Resource / Native American Interests 

• User Group Representation 

• Chamber of Commerce / Economic Development Interests 

 



Community Resource Team (CRT) 

• Richland and Kennewick Electeds and Administrators 

• US Army Corps of Engineers 

• Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 

• Tri-City Chamber of Commerce 

• Audubon Society 

• Boys and Girls Club of Benton and Franklin Counties 

• Key City Administrators / Parks and Recreation Staff 

 

How to address continuity issues with CRT member turnover? 



Guiding Principles 

• Alternative to a typical visioning process 

• Requires a group to first establish consensus on specific 
desired plan outcomes/objectives 

• These outcomes/objectives are then used as a framework 

for determining which plan concepts will be accepted into a 
final plan alternative. 

 

 



Guiding 

Principles 

Evaluation 

Process 



Guiding Principles for CPW 

1. Park should provide a balanced and varied mix of recreational 

opportunities for people of all ages and abilities. 

2. Park should complement existing regional riverfront parks. 

3. Park should create a sense of place. 

4. Park should complement existing regional riverfront parks. 

5. Plan for long-term sustainability. 

6. Plan should respect and celebrate the waterfront. 

 

 

 

 

 



Public/Stakeholder Consensus 

• The shoreline is sacred - don’t “screw it up”  

• Want improved access to the river 

- provide beach access 

- greater parking access 

• Allow commercial retail uses in the park 

• Move Columbia Park Trail Drive away from the river 

• Retain but clean up the duck pond 

• An outdoor concert venue is desired 

• Non-water dependent uses should not be located at CPW 

 



Balancing Stakeholder Desires  

• Commercial retail uses – What is the appropriate scale? 

 - Input ranged from a desire for amusement parks to entirely natural    

  - Need for an economically sustainable design 

  - Desire for waterfront restaurants 

  - Desire for outdoor recreation vendors (kayak rentals, etc.) 

• Multiple destination uses wanting to locate at CPW 

  - Performing Arts Center 

  - Three Rivers Carousel Museum 

  - Transportation Museum 

  - Aquatic Center 

  - Expansion of Disc Golf Course 

  - The Reach 

• Beach access v. cultural sensitivities at the shoreline 

 



Final Preferred Alternative 
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