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Panel
Washington State Zoning Atlas
• Tara Newman, tara.newman@commerce.wa.gov
• Tammi Laninga, tara.newman@commerce.wa.gov
• Ian Crozier, iantcrozier@gmail.com
• Rachel Miller, rachelm@makersarch.com

Cascadia Housing Study: Chang Xu, chang.xu@hdrinc.com

Washington’s Riparian and Wildlife Tools: Ken Muir, ken.muir@dfw.wa.gov
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What is the WAZA?
Tara Newman, Senior Planner – National Estuary Program, 
Department of Commerce



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 5

What is a State Zoning Atlas?
• Every city and county has its own zoning

• Very difficult to map zones across jurisdictions
• Even similar zones regulate uses and development differently

• Very difficult to assess zoning statewide or answer basic land use 
and policy questions at the state level.

• For example,
• Where do new housing policies apply?
• Where are all the natural resource lands in the state?
• Where can industrial or green energy uses be sited?

• Zoning Atlas translates each local jurisdiction’s zoning into 
standardized categories and documents allowed uses and 
development standards.
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Building from Previous Work
Puget Sound Mapping Project National Zoning Atlas
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What’s Included in Washington’s Zoning Atlas

Zoning 
Atlas

Standardized 
Land Use 

Categories

Allowed Uses

Development 
Standards
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Exploring the Tool
• Commerce’s Zoning Atlas website:
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-
research/waza/ -

• Interactive Map
• Downloadable Database
• User Guide

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growth-management/data-research/waza/
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Using the Zoning Atlas at the Local Level
• Compare zoning in similar jurisdictions
• Cross-jurisdictional or watershed planning
• More accessible zoning information for small jurisdictions
• Identifying development opportunities
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Limitations
• Zoning remains local
• Some data may already be out of date

• Atlas reflects data collected from April 2024 to June 2025
• Some data may be inaccurate or incomplete
• Zoning maps may not be accurate at the parcel level

Always check the jurisdiction’s official code and maps!
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Keeping it Updated
• We’re working on a process for keeping Zoning Atlas updated

• Rolling updates as jurisdictions update their codes and maps
• Periodic database overhauls

• Send us your zoning updates!



WAZA Development
Dr. Tamara (Tammi) Laninga, Associate Professor, Director, Urban Planning 
& Sustainable Development Program, Western Washington University
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The Development Team

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The WAZA development team consisted of a state agency, two consulting firms, a university research group, and university urban planning/studies programs
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Team Task & Timelines

Tasks Project Team Months
Populate Advisory Group MAKERS, Commerce 1-2
Initial Database Set-up MAKERS, BHC, NRSIG 2-4
Refine Zoning Classifications for 
Data Standardization

MAKERS, BHC, NRSIG, Advisory Group 3-5

Develop Student Analyst 
Guidance Document

MAKERS, BHC, NRSIG, Student Liaison 
(UW Graduate Student), Universities

3-5

Deliver Training Curriculum WWU Faculty & BHC 4-6
Collect Data Student Liaison, Urban planning 

students, MAKERS, BHC
6-15

Clean Data MAKERS, NRSIG 12-16
Publish Atlas NRSIG, Commerce 17-18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project took about 18 months, with university reps attending bi-weekly meetings with the project team throughout the project. The universities were most involved in the three rows highlighted in blue. Faculty and the Student Liaison (a graduate student at UW Seattle) provided input into the student analyst guidance document and delivered the training curriculum. Faculty recruited students to participate in the training seminar and hired several to as paid code analysts to input zoning code data into the online portal developed by the NRSIG team.
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Training Seminar Recruitment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Faculty at the 4 participating universities shared this flyer with students in their programs. The course was offered over zoom, once a week. We used google documents and MS Teams to share materials, give quizzes and store data.
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Training Seminar Topics & Tasks

Planning in WA
Zoning Atlas Project

Intro to 
Methods/Tasks

Collect Zoning 
Codes & Maps

Teams Test Code 
Analysis Guidance & 

Data Input Portal

Teams Present on 
Deliverables & 

Lessons Learned

Inter-
Coder 

Reliability

Code 
Analyst 

Document 
Drafted
& Input 
Portal 
Built

Guidance 
Updated 
& Paid 

Analysts 
Hired

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first couple of weeks introduced everyone to the project and methods, and made sure everyone had a good understanding of planning and zoning in Washington state. Student teams at each school were given sets of cities and counties to collect zoning codes and maps. 

While zoning data was being collected, the WAZA Team was preparing both the analysis guidance document and the data input portal. These critical resources were made available to student around week 5. At this point, teams of students from each school paired up and input data from the same jurisdictions to test inter-coder reliability & guidance.

At the end of the class, students from each school presented on their successes with zoning code & map collection, the user-friendliness of the analyst guidance and data entry portal.

Based on student feedback, the WAZA team updated the guidance for the paid analysts hired from the class.
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Fun Facts … 

• WA City & County Jurisdictions320

• Students in the Course (6 EWU, 12 UW-S, 5 UW-T, 6 WWU)29
• Graduate Student Liaison1
• Paid Student Analysts (Summer 2024)11
• Hours per jurisdiction1-10
• Hours WWU students worked650
• Percent of Zoning text data entered97

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are just a few interesting facts from the project 
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Student Analyst Reflections

Confidence-Booster: I now feel VERY confident reading code and am able to 
sift through lots of information quickly. 

Deeper Understanding: [I] deepened my understanding of how zoning 
policies shape urban and rural development. I observed significant 
differences in how municipalities regulate housing density, commercial 
uses, and mixed-use developments.

Need for Clear Codes: Something that surprised me ... was how ambiguous 
some of the codes were … Zoning codes should be user friendly and 
accessible to everyone to ensure effective uses.



How to use the WAZA
Ian Crozier, while Associate 2 – Planner, 
MAKERS architecture and urban design
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Welcome to Washington State!
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Zone classification: 
general
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Zone classification: 
specific
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Zone classification: 
specific
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Generalized 
zone 

classifications
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Use permissions: 
retail and dining
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Use permissions: 
agriculture
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Use permissions: 
light industry
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Use permissions: 
heavy industry
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Use permissions: 
green energy
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Density & dimensional 
attributes
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Overlays & bonuses
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Height limits & minimums



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 33WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 33

Density limits & minimums
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FAR limits & minimums
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Parking minimums: 
residential
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Parking minimums: 
restaurants
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Overlay transit stops 
and routes 

(2022 data from WSDOT)
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Overlay transit stops 
and routes 

(2022 data from WSDOT)
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Click on a zone for a 
summary pop-up box
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Direct link to zoning 
code in pop-up box
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Overlays too!
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Limited assessor 
information also 

available for parcels
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Expand the table at 
the bottom of the 
screen to specific 

information about 
each zone
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Expand the table at 
the bottom of the 
screen to specific 

information about 
each zone
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Filter table data by 
map extent
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“Development Types” layers 
combine attributes (use, height, 

density etc.) to show where different 
types of buildings are allowed.
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Search tool
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“About” tab
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Measure tool
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Report an error



Thanks for exploring with us!
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