

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are so many times I sit at my desk pouring over these decades expanding plans all while the world seems to burn around me. Figuratively and literally; and I just sit there sipping my coffee working on a plan that is out of date almost the moment its adopted.  Everything is fine I tell myself and then the next summer rolls around:



- THIS IS THE HOTTEST SUMMER OF MY LIFE-

THIS IS THE COLDEST SUMMER e
OF THE REST OF YOURLIFE s



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And its impossibly hot hotter than last summer and always dryer less rain fall during summer season is a climate reality for us. Heat domes and heat extreme events have become a fast-evolving climate risk that most Washington cities have never had to plan for and yet almost true to form we say to ourselves understanding the reality “this could be the coldest summer for the rest of your life”
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do you feel inspired yet….. Although a healthy dose of reality is always required when working in climate planning which means understanding global reality of climate change;  It should always be countered with a healthy dose of hope. And that is certainly what I find in the Monk and Robot books by Becky Chambers; and more broadly the Solar Punk genre;





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sibling Dex is a traeling tea monk living on a planet called Panga; Pangaenas have been existing in a post-capitalist environmental utopia. But what I found so interesting is that 100 years before this book’s setting the entire planet functioned and existed very much like our current earth. And Robots and AI were invented to help humanity and free us from the confines of labor. That sounds familiar….





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not to spoil the book too much but robots do free the humans in this book; but not in the way they expected. The robots gain conscience and walk into the wild never to be seen again. And that act stupefies the social order to such a degree that they complete re-frame their world; They that humans will only occupy 50% of the planets surface. Its absolutely wild to think about all of us agreeing to such a decision. But anyways





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Later in the series Sibling Dex comes face to face with Mosscap-a wild built robot sent by the others to ask the humans “what they need”. And the premise of the book is to find your purpose outside of your labor. But I am not Professor Linsey of your Lit 101 class here to force you into a 10,000 word essay on connecting human purpose to classism; but rather to show you how vital inspiration is in our work. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And its easy to imagine a utopian world, but the reality is so much more difficult to grasp: these books never seem to hammer out the details of how you build a utopian urban city: much to my dismay when entering climate planning work there was not a 10 step guide on ending the global climate crisis and everyone in your community living in peace and harmony. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And walking around some of our cities ; can feel more like the fall of society vs a utopian dream. Hostile designs, jammed traffic, heat islands, and hard pavement; planning a solarpunk future will not happen overnight; but many solarpunk principles have already taken root: community gardens, community solar project, low-carbon building, and active transportation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And solarpunk fiction books aren’t just cozy classics, they provide us with pathways to connect real life principles of planning to what our future could look like. Some of those solarpunk principles overlap with the planning concepts of new urbanism and new pedestrianism; where the goal is to create cities without the need for car dependence. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New pedestrianism is a pedestrian and ecology-oriented variation of new urbanism; its primary theory is to solve social, health, energy, economic, aesthic and environmental problems through reducing the special focus we have had on cars. It centers pedestrians and walkability over cars. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And these are not new concepts but rather older dare I say ancient urban planning methods to design a city that functions for people and not cars. From Copenhagen to DeLand Florida these solarpunk concepts play out in every day life by revitalizing the community through active transportation. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other solarpunk concepts found in the series include a circular economy. Where new products have been mostly outlawed and local made products that emphases longevity and sustainability can be found at any market. In fact, sibling Dex makes a remark that the pocket computer they carry around is the same one they were gifted when they turned 16; imagine never having to buy a new phone! Magical.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
again, this isn’t a fantasy concept- Seattle’s REconomy, circular PNW and Next Cycle Washington are modeling circular economy’s and providing us a path to  reuse at our own cities. Fix it fairs and upcycling markets are becoming very popular and more and more folks understand the need to reuse-recycle and repair; and how these actions can massively reduce waste in our cities.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the book series sibling Dex has phenomenal e-bike called an ox-bike which is fixed to their travel trailer where they live and work. This is the only form of motorized transportation outside of public transportation. And just like the books; E-bikes have provided a path to active transportation for many folks who would still be in a car. WSDOT’s new grant programs, including a program to operate lending libraries are pivotal to helping us build new transportation systems.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
But far and away the biggest take away from the solarpunk genre for me is that none of these concepts are out of reach, as I have shown you in the past slides. Everyday we get closer to these utopian dreams and building urban centers that center people. The problem of climate change may be global but local jurisdictions are shouldering the solutions. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the book Sibling Dex is struggling with purpose, and its great to know how human that question is even in a post-capitalist society. Much like the questions we are asking our selves now and continue to ask ourselves. Questions like whats the purpose of planner, what are our responsibilities to people and nature in short whats the point?;





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
not to put too fine of a point on it; but for me the point is to ensure that while our city grows and changes that there’s a voice for pedestrians, ecology, nature, community and even kindness. That last point may seem a little hokey but we can sometimes forget that people interact with our plans everyday and considering how it affects them is a primary priority. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two books in this series, and the second book ends with Sibling Dex and Mosscap journeying through Panga to interact with different communities and experience their life as they have built and designed it. But the core of their purpose remains the same trying to answer the question: what do people need?





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And like in the book it’s a simple question with 1,000 interpretations; physical needs, social needs, community needs; but this has become a core question for me when I am building climate programs: centering people and asking what do you need? What does out city need to make your life better, easier or maybe kinder. How can we as planners help our communities become these beautiful sanctuaries. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So yes, although our world is burning and the temperature rises, we have hope and we must maintain hope while working toward a new sustainable future; in the words of Becky Chambers the author “If we want change, or good fortune, or solace, we have to create it for ourselves.”
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